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PANACEAHOTHOUSE

Michael Pinsky, Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich
Fri 6 October -  Sun19 November 2006

Launch: Thursday 5 October 2006 6.00pm - 8.00pm

Panacea: (n) A Solution or remedy for all difficulties or diseases.

Origin: Greek ‘panakeia’.
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Panacea is an evolving artwork by Michael Pinsky, Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich, which searches for a universal formula to cure the ills of society. This autumn Panacea releases its therapeutic powers to Cornerhouse, Manchester transforming the gallery into a temporary hothouse for wellbeing. PANACEAHOTHOUSE premieres two new specially commissioned works, Sci Fi Hot Tub by Walker & Bromwich and Healing Wall by Pinsky.

The portable model of an imaginary constructed landscape emerges from its wooden crate. Assembled from medical refuse, packaging, pills and bandages, it functions as a laboratory where the artists mastermind their solutions to health and lifestyle problems. Elements of this microcosm are cultivated into fully developed artworks.

Within the humid environment of PANACEAHOTHOUSE, swarms of swimming-pool users thrive in a Petri dish (Crawl) alongside plastic flowerbeds growing into unsettlingly beautiful images of contemporary plagues (Viral Planting). Visitors are invited to float in a mobile hot tub (Sci Fi Hot Tub) overlooked by a mountainous frontier inflated as an emergency border-opener (Friendly Frontier). In the distance, pharmaceutical signs form an intermittent wall of light (Healing Wall), its green glare echoing the colour of luminous dots moving across a black screen to the beat of an anonymous heart (Lightwave). 

Pinsky and Walker & Bromwich search for artistic ‘solutions’, which simultaneously offer viewers/participants an aesthetic experience and a practical tool to improve their lives. They create a critical space in which they invite visitors to assess and interpret the built environment and, beyond this, contemporary society. If, as Roland Barthes writes, “as soon as there is society, every usage is converted into a sign of itself”, then the built environment as a cultural product of this society - the way we design and use its components - becomes a system of signs to interpret. 

PANACEAHOTHOUSE spreads its tentacles into the city and reach as far as the Victoria Baths, a listed Edwardian swimming pool and Turkish baths complex closed since 1993. Sci Fi Hot Tub and Crawl inoculates the disused pool filled specially for the occasion. 

For press enquiries, please contact Charlotte Pedley, Marketing Officer at Cornerhouse on charlotte.pedley@cornerhouse.org or 44 (0)161 200 1527 or Stéphanie Delcroix, Project Manager for Panacea, stephanie@panaceaproject.org or 44 (0)7960 811 412.  












PTO
NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
PANACEAHOTHOUSE is at Cornerhouse from 6 October to 19 November 2006. 
A couple of related events of PANACEAHOTHOUSE are at Victoria Baths on the following dates: 

23 and 24 September from 5.00 to 9.00 PM - Sci Fi Hot Tub
29 September to 1st October from 8.00 to 10.30 PM - Crawl
www.victoriabaths.org.uk 

Panacea is an artist-led collaboration developed in partnership with the John Hansard Gallery and supported by Arts Council England (National Touring Grant) and the Wellcome Trust (Sciart Production Award). 
Panacea has been shown at the Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France, at the John Hansard Gallery, Southampton, UK and at Le Parvis, Centre d’art Contemporain, Ibos, France.

Visit http://www.panaceaproject.org for more information about Panacea’s previous appearances and artworks.

About the new commissions: 

Sci Fi Hot Tub by Walker & Bromwich cocoons visitors in warmth and comfort whilst floating through sublime and potentially hostile environments. After changing into swimwear provided by the artists, visitors are invited to take a dip and debate in this isolated and non-hierarchical context on the issues brought up by Panacea. 
Sci Fi Hot Tub was developed at Kielder Art and Architecture Centre. 'Kielder Waters' is the largest artificial lake and forest in Europe. A video of Sci Fi Hot Tub at Kielder Waters will be shown as a large-scale projection immersing visitors in this immense manmade landscape. 
Healing Wall exposes visitors to the glare of pharmaceutical signs collected by Pinsky during Panacea’s peregrinations in France where these omnipresent crosses compete with each other by parading elaborate flashing patterns. These neons,  which owe their visual heritage to Minimalist and Op Art, have been re-appropriated by Pinsky to form a grid within the gallery. Affirming the principle that "too much of a good thing can be bad for you", Healing Wall’s disorientating array of animations casts a green glow across the faces of its uneasy pilgrims. 

About the artists: 

Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Pinsky responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. Context is crucial, providing both the content and the platform for his work. 

Selected projects include; In Transit, ICA, London, V2 Lab, Rotterdam, Netherlands, Economist, London, Armory Center of the Arts, Los Angeles, USA, and Cornerhouse, Manchester, UK; Routes, Modern Art Oxford, UK; Weather Cluster, COAST commissions, UK, Transparent Room, Leed City Art Gallery, Watershed, Bristol, UK and the Contemporary Art Forum. www.michaelpinsky.com
Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich work both collaboratively and as individuals. They explore the space between real and imagined locations, drawing on the unique atmosphere of specific geographical locations and populations. 

Selected projects include; Love Canon, Les Ateliers des Arques, France; My Island Home for the Victoria and Albert Museum, How the Universe Sang Itself into Being, COAST commissions, UK, Somewhere Special, Houldsworth Gallery, London, The Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, Australia; Urban Nomads at The South London Gallery, London. www.walkerandbromwich.org.uk
